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Reference: 246369

VIA EMAIL: manager@bcnature.ca

Alan E Burger, President

Federation of British Columbia Naturalists
1620 Mt. Seymour Road

North Vancouver, British Columbia

V7G 2R9

Dear Alan E Burger:

Your letter of February 12, 2019, to Minister Doug Donaldson, regarding the protection of the
McAbee Fossil Beds, has been referred to me for a response.

I appreciate your support for the protection and management of the McAbee Fossil Beds, and
agree with you that the site has a remarkable fossil record, along with other significant natural
and cultural heritage values, providing opportunities for research, education and economic
development.

Priorities for the development and use of the site are conservation of heritage values, research,
education and tourism opportunities. The community vision for the site, which is shared by
Heritage Branch, includes a research and interpretive centre, educational programs and visitor
activities.

The best practices report you are referring to is informing and guiding the management
decisions for the site. As we progress with site and facility design, and work with community
partners on the site management structure, we will continue to seek input and advice from
paleontologists.

Site security is currently provided by the ministry’s natural resource officers and community
groups. Additional measures are being investigated to ensure safety and security at the site.

We are committed to facilitating public access to McAbee for science, education and tourism
use in a manner that preserves and enhances the many heritage values present at the site.
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Alan E Burger, President

I thank you for taking the time to write and express your views.

Sincerely,
%3 Y
Richard Linzey
Director
pe: Honourable Doug Donaldson, Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource

Operations and Rural Development
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